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THAT year, a winter of unusual severity had been pre-
dicted for the south of Endland. But until well after
the New Year, it seemed as though the prediction would
be falsified. With the exception of a spell of frost at the
end of November and the beginning of December, during
which fell the few flakes of snow which Dr. Pnestley
had seen on the night when Oldland had dined with him,
the weather had been mild and open.
The change came on January I7th. A bitter north-
easterly wind sprang up, and tie temperature fell well
below freezing-point. Heavy clouds drifted across the
sky, and the country-folk declared that they could smell
the snow coming. The more sophisticated spoke of
wireless forecasts, and of snowstorms advancing across
the North Sea from Scandinavia. They were not dis-
appointed. The snow began to fall in earnest on the
evening of January i8th, and by next morning the
greater part of Southern England lay hidden under a
white blanket.
But, as so often happens, the thickness of this blanket
was very uneven. A strong wind had persisted during
the fall, piling up the snow in drifts. The actual aimunt
of snow that fell was not more than a few inches, and,
in the open, the fields were covered with nothing more
than a light powder. The greater part of the snow had
collected in depressions, and on the weather side of
hedges. The result of this was that the roads, where
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